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laken up, and on rootio.n of Mr Lott made. th~·special order 
t<ir ll'!omlay next, 10th inst.:.. .: . · . . ·. •···· """'" .4; •. ,,, .. 

On. motion of Mr Palmer, the Senate adjoumed tmtiUe!l.lnor> 
rQ\V morning, 9 o'clock, · _;'i't:::1J_;'.~-", 

.•. q 
W11DNESDA.Y, DEb. 51h; 185&,,·· -

The Senate \Vas called to order by the President, p~ritf11ttr 
to adjournmet-roll called-qtlorum present. The Jotlttlll.('~f 
yes,erday wns read nnd adopted. · .· . 
. Mr Armstror.g presented the petition ot "James Pettigiu/'. 
and "Rusk Jamison," referred to the committee on Pm•ate 
Land claims. , . . 

Mr Palmer presenterl the petition of J. A. Taylor, referrea to 
lhe committee on the Judiciary. · ·_ , 

Mr Hill presented tho petition of Frrincis Mayher, ref~t'red io 
the committee on Private Land claims. · · ,. '' 

Mr Burroughs presented the petition of John Tanner, referred 
to the co1nmittee on Private Land claim~. · 

Mr.Russell from the committee on engrossed Bills, reported 
"u Bill donating to ·the actual sottlers on vacant public donih.itt 
three hundred and twenty acres of Land" correctly engi~e.t;:« 

Mr Armstrong, chairlilan of the commilte_e' i!r'i, coul'lti~S'il)u{ 
county boundanes, to which. was referred "a hlll't" 1i\corp0Yi{te \116' 
town of Cumeron in the county of Milam," 1·eported th& sam,; 
back nnd recoaimended its pnssage. · , ._,- -."}. 

Mr Taylor of Cuss, chairman of the committee oil Pumie 
Debt, to which was referred "a bill authori1Jng the CompiroJlel" 
to issue certain lost Certificates of Stock on certain conditioAs,'" 
reported the same back, and reeumended, that the bill was Ii 
meritoriou• one, demanding legislative action, and that the satne' 
pags the S··11nte. 

Mr Tayltlf of Cass, chairman oftne sam0'committee, to which 
was rP.ferred "a bill to authorize the Auditor and Comptroller, 
to audil Bond No~ 164, of the LO per cent consolidted stock of 
5th Feb, 1840," reported the same back and recommended it!!' 
passage. 

Mr. Palmer, from the committee on Education, to which wd 
referred "a bill to provide for the investment of the special schqo• 
lund in thd bonds of R.ail Road companies incorporated by !!1ll' 
State, made the following reperl. ·· ~' ' 

CoMMTITEE Roolfj • l 
December 4th, 1855.- f 

To the Hon. D. O. Dick8()10, Pr'8ident of the Sen~: · 
The Committee on Education to which was referred a 



Bill to be entitled an Act to provide for the investment of the 
Special School Fnnd, in the Bonds of Rail Road Companies, 
incorporated by the State, ~w.vo had the earne under consider
ation, and have instructed ine to report n substi~ute for the 
original Bill, n.nd reco1nr11end its pnssage. . 

By the provision• of this Bill, it is proposed to loan from the 
Special School Fund of Two Millions of Dollars, the sum of 
aix tlio11saud dollars per mile to such Rail Roads, as shall com
plete and put in running order t\venty.five miles, and a like 
sum per rnilc for each consecutive section of ten unlt!S, 'vhich 
shall be completed thereafter; on which the Roads aro required 
to pay annually an intero;t of six per cent., for the •upport of 
Schools. 

The objeot is to provide for the Fund such a safe and per
manent investrncnt as \vill yiel<l an annual iµtercst for the 
support of Schools, and at the same time l)fford sttch immediate 
encouragement to our Internal I1nprovc1n~nts as tlie ·present 
limited means of the State will permit. Texas is unable yet to 
establish such a School Fund as the necessities of her citizens 
require, and at the sn1ne ti1no 111ect public expectation in giv .. 
ng ""sistunce to Rail Roads. But she may use her present 
rueans on hand to great advantage, both for the benefit of 
Schools and Rnilroads, by pursuing the policy prescribed in the 
Bill presented. . 

The sum of two millions of dollars has already been set 
aside as a School ~'und; bul no friend of edncntion, it is pre
sumed, would ad vise that this Fun<I slwuld itself bo appropri
ated and expended for the support oi Schools. Such a policy 
would very soon exhaust tLe Principal, and have nothing to 
operate upon. But if the Principal is invested or placed at 
interest, the Fund bcco1nes a permanent one, yielding annually 
a support for such system of Schools as may be adorted. And 
it is believed that no p~rmanent School System can ever be 
established without such a course; for the n101nent that you 
commence using from the Principal it must be gradually di
minished unlil completely exhausted. Every State in the 
Union which hus any perinnnent School l._und, has the Prin~ 
cipal invested in Bank Stock, Deposits, Loans on Lands, Bonds, 
or in some other manner, so as to yield an annual interest. 

'11 he Co1nmittee is \Veil satisfied that 'l'exas can pnrs.ue no 
better course with her Education Fund, than to invest it in tho 
Bonds of her awn Railroad Uo1npanies 1 in the inanncr provided 
for by the proposed Bill. It is believed that.the investment 
will bo safe, and at the same time highly beneficial to the best 
interests of the State. 
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The amount proposed lo bo loaned is less than ooe third o·t 
the usual cost of tile cheapest Southern Road, and 18'!s tb11n the 
actnal cost of the iron upou tho Road, and is eecnred by the 
first and prcforcnce lien on the entire Road, and all th& prop
erty of the same. 

And the past history of Roilroads bears u• ont in th& belief 
that Rallroatl Compa~iel! h:"·e not heretofore been in lbe babia 
of expending from fifteen to twenty thousand uoltars per mila 
on Roads, and then snffcr them tu be sacrificed for one fuurta 
of their a~1nal cost. Pnst experience has induced capitaNsts ti> 
lm1ld Rmlroads, and seek Railroad inv~stments for the sake- el 
ginn, and to build Boads at their usual cost, for the pnrposn of 
borrowing six thonsand dollare per mile, wonlJ be the hight 
of madness, if the party expected the Roa<l to be sacri6eed fur 
the p:lyment of tliis small amount. · 

:But it may be contended that as this Fund is already iuve!t
ed in United State Bon<lt, it (>11gbt not to be otb11rwise in.-ested. 
In answer to wbich, it must be r•collected that the timll" is 
rapidly•paesing to which theeeBon(la are limited, and in a few 
years we will be compelled to seek some otlier investment, er to 
keep tile money ns dead capital, without any income wlllltev·er 
or the support of School•. Dut were such not the cMc, lhit 
Committee can see no plausible reason why Texas shonld hold 
ihe Bonds of tlie United States Government, bearing cmly fin 
~r cent intereQt, wlwt1 she can invest the money ••cnrely, at a 
larger intcr(!st,so <LS to develop her owp resources, and advance 
her own prosperity. While our Legislators are hesitating 
among themsclvts about lo:>uing two mjllion <lf dollarg lo our 
UAilroa(l$, other Sbit(."1 have appropriated tens of millions to 
the same pnrpose, n11d arc now pushing fonvard ·their pnhlie 
works with uncensmg energy. And Texas wi!1 in all probabil. 
ity, be lamenting her lethargy and inaction, when they shall be 
reaping the rich i·ewards or ihcir enterpriza and liberality.
Every Slate in the Union which ia now <>njoying the benefit of 
a generul svstem of Railrnads, h!\$~ecured them onl.v by grant' 
in" Stateai(l in the most libernl maniier. WJ1ile Texa5 is not 
able !()make an imn1ediate avpro;.priatiQll stifflcient for building 
her Railr-0ads, and at th<i $1>me timo eupport II-er School• by 
separate and distinct Funds, it is earnestly heli<:ved tllat by a 
judicions tru\nti.uement of her School Fond, she may gre11t1y 
bencil.tRoa<.16, a~d also support her Schools. And if it shall be 
fmmd that thia p<>licy will operate well, it is believed that the 
friend& <1f Education and Internal Improvements will be in
duced to do all in their power to increase the present Fuud to a 

lt.l 
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mncb larger amount, by ndding to the same all surplus means 
which Texns may from time to time have subject to nppropri' 
ation, nnti1 th~ l''und can thns be nnide large cnongh to· yield 
a sufficient interest to support a School System of tho most 
liberal character. 

And thus would Texa' encoarngc the constrnction of Rail 
roads within her limits, by the investment of her School Fund, 
a.nd at the satne tin1a have tho proud satisfaction uf seeing her 
Schools supported and ~1pheld by an annual and certain income 
from her Roads ; and lhns \vould t.he canses of Education and 
Internal lmprove1ncnts bucotne hnndruaids in ad ,·ancing tlie 
prosperity and greatness of the State. 

E. A. PALMER, 
On• of tlte Committee. 

On motion of Mr Hill the rnle was suspended, nnd 100 copies 
elch of the report and substirnre were ordered to be printed. 

On motion ot Mr Palmer the Dill was made the specinl order 
for Tuesday next, the 11th inst. 

Mr Pedigo it1troduced n bill requiring Chief Justices of conn-· 
ty courts, to give Bond for the faithful performance of their 
duties-read first tin1e. 

Mr Weathertord introduced a bill for the n•lief of Jones 
Green anrl M.idd\eton Perry-read first time. 

On motion of Mr Weatherford the rnle was snspcnded,-bill 
read 2d tin1e and referred to the coiumittee on Public l...irtnds. 

Mr 'Vren introdnced a bill for the relief of Jesse Denn-read 
first time. 

On motion of Mr IV ren the rnle was suspended,-hi\l read 
2d time and referred to 1he con1111itlce on Claim~ and accounts. 

Mr Pal mar introduced "a bill for the relief of Jesse White" 
and a bill for the relief of Robert F'. liowel and Ezekiel 'l'ho
m·as-each read first 1ime. 

On inotion of I\1r Palmer the rule wns susper1de<l,-the bills 
read 2d tim.,, and referred to the committee on Claims and ac
counts. 

Mr Armstrong introduced a bill to repeal nn Act Regulating 
Estrays-read first ti me. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
A Bill prescribing a code of Civil Procedure of the State 

of Texas, was (by leave of the Sennte) withdrawn by Mr. Potter. 
On motion of.Mr. Palmer, a bill to amend the net of Feb. 5th 

1841, entitled nn act of Lin1itntions, \\'as taken from the tabla 
and rend. 

Mr ·Palmer offoncd the following amendment, strike out 
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"co•erture" in the Bill and add "Section." "The Statute of 
Limitation shall in all cases run against married· -wome.n at 
against other persons. 4 : . ·· 1 • 

Mr I' otter moved to lay the bill and amendment on the table 
~~·· ' 

By leave, Mr Palmer withdre1v the proposed amendment'·' 
Mr Armstrong moved to an1end hv inserting after "Land 

Seri pt" 1t1e \VOrd~, ''pre-eruption clairn~11-carried. 
Mr White moved to amend by strikiug out all afcer the word 

"Lirnitation i: in first Section. 
Mr l1 otter moved to amend the an1end1nent by striking .out 

the entire section-carried.· 
On motion of Mr Scott the Dill was referred to the committee 

on Public Lands. 
A message \Vrts received from the I-louse informing the Sena~e 

that the House had passed the following Bills, originating in 
the Honse. 

''A Bill fixing the Salary of the Governor." . 
"A Bill making an appropriation for the per diem pay and 

mileage of the n1embers of the 6th Legislature, a11d the per diem 
pay of the officers of the san1e.,, 

"A Bill to incorporate Walker Lodge No. 19, of the I, 0. 
0. F." 

"A Bill to change the name of Susan P. Cannon, to Susan 
P. Cook." 

"A Dill for the relief Of E. M. Thomason and others" and 
"!,Bill tor the relief of Collin McKinney." 
Mr Taylor of Cass, (by leave) introduced a bill to incorpoiata 

Ida Lodge No. 14, I. 0. 0. F., and a bill to amend an act to 
incorporate Chapel-hill college approved Feb. 7th 1850-each 
read first time. 

The follo\ving communication fro in the Governor, \vas read: 
Gentlemen ef tlw Senate and 

· House of Representatives. 
I herewith transmit a report of a committee appointed bythe 

supreme court, to prepare rules for the custody of the Library of 
said court. 

You are aware I presume, that there is a library, which cost 
about five thousand dollars, at each place where the supreme 
court holds its sessions. '11 hese books require much care and 
attention for their preservation, and son1e person ought to b6 
appointed at each place ot the settini: of the court, whose duty 
it shall be to keep t~e books to~ether and preserve them. 

It will be seen from the repirt that the committee reco'mmend 
that the deputy clerk at each place shall be the librarian at a 
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salary of three hnndred dollars per nnn11m. This amount I 
think is a very moderate salary, for the service to be perfor1ned 
and I recommind thnt an appropriation be made in accordance 
with the recommendation of the comtniltce. 

I would also recornmend that a biennial appropriation of the 
sum of ($1500) fifteen hundred dollars, be hereafter made for 
gradual increase of thc:sa L1ibranes. to be expended under the 
directicn of the Judges of the COil rr. 

E. !II. PEASE. 
On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass: the 1nessage nnd docunicnts, 

were referred to the Judiciary committee. 
A bill to define more particularly the Western Boundary of 

fl1ilnm land District-read. 
On motion of Mr Maverick th• bill was amended by inserting 

"crossing the clenr F'ork of the Brazos, ut tile mo_nth of tne 
E11u Fork of the sa1nc," after the \\-·ords-': Brazos R1 ver.)) 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 
The report of the J udicinrv comrnittee, on a bill to create the 

16th Judicial District, offcri;1g a snbf:titute therefor, wns read 
and substitute adopied. 

Mr Martin moved to postpone the bill until to-morrow-lost. 
Mr Martin moved to lay !he bill on the table-lost. 
'I'he bill \Vas then ordered to be engrossed. 
Mr Doane (by leave) introduced a bill to legitimate Donncia

na Ho\vl!u1d, daughter of Sam W. Howlnnd1 deceased-read 
first time. 

House Bill to make valid surveys made by tl1e county survey
or of Van Zandt county-rend third tinie nnd passed. 

House Bili for relief of A. W. 0, Hicks-rend first time. 
On motion of Mr 1i'lnnngn11 the rule was s11spended, bill read 

2d time and p"5sed to a 3d rending. 
On motion of Mr l">otter, rules were further snspended, bill read 

3d time and passed. 
On 1nntion of Mr Armstrong, Mr Supcrvielc wns added to 

the Judiciarv co1nn1i1tee. 
House Bill to incorporate Walker Lodge No. 19 I. O. 0. F. 

-read first tin1e. , 
Honse bill to change the name of Susnn P, Cannon to Susan 

P. Cook-rend first time . 
. House bill making an appropriation for the per diem pny and 

tn1lage of the me1nbcrs of the 0th 1.egislatnre, aud the per diem 
pay of the officers 01 the same-rend first time. 

House bill for the relief of Collin McKinney-read first time . 
. On motioa of Mr Allen the rnlc was su,pendcd, bill read 2d 

lune and referred to the committee on Public Debt. 



)5j 

Honse bill for the rolief of E. M. Thom>5on and others-read 
first time. 

liouso bill fixing the salary of lhe GL1 ver11or of the Stale
read first tin1e. 

On motion of Mr Potter the mle wos snspeoded, and bill 
rend 2d ti n1e. 

l\ilr Palrner moved a fnrther susprnsion of the rule,-lost. 
On n1otiou ot ~lr 'I'aylnr of Fannin, the bill \Vas refe1red to 

the-Cornn1it1ee on Finance. 
A rnessag-e was rece1\·ed frorn the II11use infonning the Sennte 

that the llouse had passed the follo\Ving bills, originating in the 
House. ' 

A bill to provide a permanent •nd safe bnilding for the use of 
the State Oepartn1ent1 the E.xecuti\l'e and attornf!y General of the 
State nf T1~xns. 

A bill to provide for the bellersecurity of the archives ol the 
State depnrt1nent. 

A bill for the relief ol C. M. Goolsby. 
A bill for the reli"f of R. A. Powdrell. 
A"b11l to incorporate Jno. M. Gibson Lodge No. 13 I. 0. 0. 

F. and 
A bill for !he relief of Kindall as Brynn. 
On motion of Mr l\fartin, a bill defining the time of holding 

the District courts of the 11in~h Judicial District1 wns talten up-
read 2d time, nnd referred to the Jndiciary comn1ittee. 

Report of select co1n1nittee on a bill for the protection of the 
western J.i,rontier, offering- a snhstitnte therefor, together with 
a miuority report frotn thn same cominittee: wns rend:--substitute 
adopted, as proposed by the majority report. 

Mr i\'IcCulloch m.wed to a1ne11d by striking ant the word 
'may" in the first line of the 4th Section, and insertin~ the 
word "shall" in lien thereof-lost. 

The bill was then rejected. 
On motion of l\'lr Arinstrong, the report of the con1mittee on 

Public Lands, on a bill to quiet land titles, was made the special 
order for to-morr:ow, 

A \Jill for the relief of John F. Chairs, read 3d time and 
passed. 

A bill for the relief of George W. Grover, read 3d time and 
passed. . 

A bill to authorize ·wm. D. Dillon to practice law-rend and 
ordered to be engrossed. · 

On motion of Mr Armstrong the rule was suspended, bill read 
3d time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of John B. Johnson, read 3d time and 
passed. 
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A bill to le~ulize the creation of \Tan Zandt county, read 3d 
tin1e and pnsSed by the fbllo\vin!! vote: 

Y EAS--Messrs. 1\rn1stro1JQ", Burronghs1 O:i.ld\VC11, Doane, 
F1anag-an, Grirnes, Guinu, lii_l!, Lott, lVlcCnlloch 1 McDade, 
Ma.ver~ck 1 !\'Jillica11, I'aln1cr: Pirkey: Potter, llnssell, Scnrbor
ongh, Scottl S11pcrviele~ rray!or of (~HS5;, ]'ayl_or of Fannin, Tay
lor hf Housron, 'l'ruit, \Vcatherford and \Vhite:-26. 

N.&.vs.---..\Iessrs. Bry,1n nnd Martin.-~. 
Ou morio11 of ~{r Pt1ttcr1 tile Senate ndjourned unti\ to-n1or· 

ro\v nioruing, IJ o'clock. 

· 'I'HuJ<SDAY, Dec. 6th, 1855. 
1'he Senate \Vns ~nlll;d to order by the president, pursuant to 

o.djourn1nent-roll called-qnornm present. 
Journal of yesterday rend and adopted. 
Mr Milliciln presented the pt>lition of the heirs of S. Penrod, 

drceased; refdrred lo co1nrnit1ce on pr!vnte land q1ain1s. 
ft'lr Supervicle presented lhe petllion of Isabel Seguin y 

Ruiz; ref~rred to committee on private land clalnls. • 
NJr Brynn presented Lile petition of 'rhon1as llensvvorth; re

ferred to comrnittee on privnte lnt1d clai1ns-and the petition of 
.R. Jones; referred to comn1iuee on public debt. 

l\1r Guinn, chairrnan of the cornrni1tee on engrossed bills, re
ported the following tiills1 correctly en~ross~d. 

"A bill to defiHe more particularly tile Western boundary of 
Mila1n lnnd district.'' 

1
' A bill authorising Win. n. Dillon to practice lnw"-and: 

"A bill tO create the sixteenth judicial district, and define the 
time of holding courts in the same. 

Mr Grimes, chairinan of the con1mittee on Finance1 to which 
was referred a bill fixing 1he ~alnry of the Governor1 re.ported 
the san1e back, \V!lh the tOl(o,ving amendment j strike out "three 
thousand," and insert "t\venty-five hundred,'' an<l recon1mended 
the adoption of the nn1en<l1nent, nnd passage of the bill. 

Mr Potter, chairman of the Judiciary committee, made the 
f'OUo\ving reporls: 

H The co1nmittee on the Judiciary have considered the petition 
of the heirs of ~lartin Cro\V1 \Vhich prays for a grant of one· 
third of a league of land, on nccount of the rights of said Mar· 
tin Crow, dt1ceased. The petition sta:es that Mnrtin Cro\v e1ni· 
grated lo Texasin the year 1833, and died in 1834. That he 
wns a single man-that he had not preyious to his death re
c~ived any land as an em;g-rnnt, and that the petitioners are 
his brothers and sisters. The statements cont•ined in the peti· 


